Imsupex Bangladesh Limited is a renowned Export and Import company of Bangladesh.

The company mainly exports agro products such as Jute yarn, Potatoes, Seeds etc. and imports Shoe Materials and Paper, Textile and Leather Foils as well.
Fresh Potatoes for Export:
Bangladesh is one of the largest producers and exporters of fresh potatoes all around the world. Day by day the quantity of potato export is increasing. In the year 2011, Bangladesh produced 8.5 million MTs potatoes and exported almost 40% of the total quantity. In the last fiscal year (FY'16), Bangladesh's potato production hit an all-time-high of 9.47 million tons, the latest data showed. However cold storage facilities showed little progress compared to the higher output.

While the country maintained its seventh position among top potato-producing countries by showing consecutive bumper production in the last four years, shortfall of storage capacity is hurting farmers and traders, sector insiders said.

Potato output was a record 9.47 million tons on 4.75 million hectares in FY'16, against 9.254 million tons on 4.62 million hectares in FY'15.

The yield growth was measured at 2.33 per cent over that of FY'15, according to provisional estimates by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS).

The BBS data showed that each hectare yield also increased to 19.9 million tons in the last FY from 19.6 million tons in FY'15.

Potato production was 8.95 million tons in FY'14, 8.60 million tons in FY'13 and 8.205 million tons in FY'12, the BBS data showed. 

Joint-director of BBS (Agri Wing) Bidhan Baral said farmers' expectations of getting a profitable price and favorable weather might have helped increase acreage and production of the key tuber crop in FY'16.

While production has increased by 1.26 million tonnes in the last five years, cold storage facility increased by only 0.4 million tonnes during the period, official data revealed.

Farm economist Prof Golam Hafiz Kennedy said farmers have been doing their basic job (to raise production), but getting little return.

He said potato prices fell to just Tk 1.8 a kg (0.02 USD) during the harvesting season in FY'14 against production cost of Tk 5.5-Tk 6.5 (0.07 - 0.08 USD) across the country.

“A lack of storage facilities has been depriving farmers of making profits from potato farming,” he said. 

According to the Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM), the country had 375 cold storage facilities with 2.7 million tons of capacity in FY'15, which was 2.3 million tons in FY'11. 

Assistant Director of DAM T M Rashed Khan said over 2.02 million tons of potatoes were stored in the cold storehouses in 2015 against the capacity of 2.7 million, as many facilities remained shut in Rangpur and Rajshahi regions.
Varieties:

Several hundred varieties of potatoes are grown in the world. These differ in appearance, tuber structure, size and color, time of maturity, cooking and marketing qualities, yield, and resistance to pests and diseases. A variety that grows well in one area may do poorly in another. Potato varieties that are cultivated in Bangladesh are broadly categorized into two groups, local and high yielding. The so-called local varieties are in fact, not strictly native. In the distant past those were brought to this part of the subcontinent but in the absence of varietal improvement efforts, gradually degenerated, showing poor yield performance. In spite of poor yields, some of the local varieties are still being cultivated because of their taste and cooking qualities.

There are about 27 local varieties of potatoes cultivated in different parts of the country. They have familiar local names. It is estimated that local varieties were cultivated in about 1,83,446 acres of land, producing 5,99,518 m tons of tubers during 2004-05. The familiar local varieties are (a) Sheel Bilatee- mostly cultivated in Rangpur. The tuber is oblong, reddish. Each tuber weighs about 30 g. (b) Lal Sheel- primarily cultivated in Bogra with tubers rounded, reddish, each having a weight of about 55 g. This variety is also known as Lal Madda and Bograi. (c) Lal Pakri - cultivated widely in Dinajpur, Bogra and Sirajganj districts with tubers reddish and round, each weighing about 30 g. (d) Du Hajari - mostly cultivated in the Chittagong area. Tubers appear round and pale, each weighing about 25 g. Among other indigenous varieties Jhau Bilatee and Suryamukhi are notable.

In the last few decades, several dozens of high yielding varieties (HYV) of potato were brought to Bangladesh and tried experimentally under local conditions before being recommended for general cultivation. During the 1970s, about 16 varieties were initially selected, but subsequently 10 were dropped. Through constant evaluation of the traits, varietal performance, and considerations of other characteristics, about 10 HYV have been released for cultivation in the country. However, huge amount of potato seeds are imported every year by the Bangladesh Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC) for distribution among farmers. Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI) has also established a farm at Debiganj in Panchagar district for production of HYV seed potatoes. Among the high yielding popular varieties the following are notable: (a) Cardinal- probably most popular among the foreign varieties with oblong, reddish tubers, shallow eyes, and smooth skin. The variety has been introduced from Holland and has yield potential of 20-25 m tons per ha. (b) Diamond - another Holland variety with oval to oblong, pale yellow tubers, skin smooth, and eyes shallow. It is quite disease resistant. Per hectare yield ranges from 18-24 m tons. (c) Kufri Shindhury - tubers reddish, round, and eyes deep with rough skin. This variety was introduced from India and is comparatively less susceptible to pests and diseases. It has a yield potential of 18 to 22 m tons per ha. Other notable exotic varieties are Patronis, Alpha, Archa, Multa, Ukama, Hira, Maurin, Origo, Alisa, etc.

In recent years, the Tuber Crops Research Centre of BARI has collected many new varieties of potato from the International Potato Research Centre, Peru, and from other sources. These are being tested under Bangladesh field conditions, to determine whether they can be recommended for cultivation in the country. The Centre has already made good contribution towards the development of some high yielding potato varieties. In 2004-05, a total of 42,55,863 m tons of high yielding potatoes were produced on 6,22,828 acres of land.

There are mainly four varieties of potatoes based on taste grow in Bangladesh. They are:
	01
	Granola
	Round
	50-150 gm

	02
	Diamond
	Oval
	Up to 50 gm

	03
	Manila
	Round
	80-120 gm

	04
	Cardinal
	Red Round
	Up to 50 gm


Imsupex Bangladesh Limited:
The company exports jute yarn, seeds and specially potatoes to various countries. Our main buyers are Russia, Malaysia and India.
